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M ARSHALLVILLE –

Edith Smith Willard, 95, formerly of Perry, passed away peacefully on
Sunday May 23, 2021, in The Oaks Nursing Home where she had lived for the past

five years. Visitation will be on Wednesday, May 26, 2021, from 9:00 until 10:45 a.m.

in the Chapel at Watson-Hunt Funeral Home. Private Graveside Services will be held
in Perry Memorial Gardens where she will be laid to rest beside her beloved

husband. In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully requests memorial contributions
to Cross Point Baptist Church, 645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069, or Perry

Volunteer Outreach (PVO), 801 Commerce Street, Perry, GA 31069.

Edith was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to the late Charles and Janie Musteen
Smith. As a teenager, she quit school after the tenth grade, respecting her mother’s

wishes to get a job to help support her brothers through school. Edith accepted a
position as a Secretary during World War II at Tinkerfield AFB. She met and married

the love of her life, Jesse James Willard, Sr., and the couple moved to various

locations throughout the United States while he served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
which became the U.S. Air Force. A homemaker most of her life, wherever they lived

Edith continuously worked to create a loving home and encouraging atmosphere in
which to raise their seven children. Often, she would be home alone raising their

children while Jesse was remotely stationed, proudly serving our country. Edith and
Jesse moved to Perry in 1963, when he was transferred to Robins Air Force Base, and

they never left. She was a master quilter and spent time making special quilts

through the years. She once made a Cathedral Quilt that hung for a while in the
Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta, and that made her so proud. Edith was actively

involved in church and was currently a member of Cross Point Baptist Church, and
was a former member and served as President for several years of the Homemakers

Club of Houston County.
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Once Jesse retired from the military, he built and operated Willard’s Auto Repair

Shop on the same property as their home. Edith would go to work cooking and
cleaning when Jesse went to work in the shop. She would serve him lunch every day,

then when he returned to the shop, she would work in the yard, nurturing and
pampering her hundreds of precious rose bushes. She was thrilled to even assist in

naming some of the varieties that she grew and would often share roses with her

neighbors and many friends, which brought her great joy. Mrs. Edith was a very
independent lady all of her life. She even maintained her home for many years after

the untimely loss of her husband in 2005, and was able to stay there until she was
nearly ninety years old. Her life was filled with love, and she has left a wonderful

legacy for her dear family.

Left to cherish the memories they made with Mrs. Edith are her children, Jane
Perfect of Elko, Richard Willard (Patty) of Murfreesboro, TN, Jesse Willard, Jr. (Sheila)

and Tommy Willard (Betsy), both of Perry, Dale Willard of Mount Juliet, TN, and
Mike Willard (Lois) of Perry; nineteen grandchildren; a host of great-grandchildren

and great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-

nephews.
Mrs. Edith was preceded in death by her parents; her beloved husband of sixty-one

years, Jesse Willard, Sr.; her brothers, Bob Smith and Paul Smith; her son-in-law, Ted
Perfect; and her son, Philip Willard.

Condolences for the family may be left in the online guestbook at
www.watsonhunt.com. Watson-Hunt Funeral Home has been entrusted with the

arrangements.
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Visitation

Watson - Hunt Funeral Home

1208 Main Street, Perry GA 31069

Cemetery Details

Perry Memorial Gardens

2106 Highway 41 North, Perry GA 31069
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DP David Phelps posted:

Alice and I send our prayers for comfort and peace for the family. God bless each of you!Sincerely,

David and Alice Phelps

May 26 at 2:02 PM

PM Pat Monds posted:

Praying for peace and comfort for the family.

May 26 at 9:19 AM

JH Jennifer Coleman (Hooker) posted:

So sorry for the loss of Mrs. Willard. She was a great person who always had beautiful flowers &

amazing quilts. She loved everyone! Sending prayers and love!

May 25 at 8:50 PM

JL Jana Lafferty posted:

Mrs. Jane and family,We are so sorry to hear of your mother’s passing. She is surely rejoicing in her

new heavenly home along side of your dad. We are praying for each of you in the difficult days

ahead. Lots of love, the Bohanans and Laffertys

May 25 at 7:06 PM

MM Melba Mathis posted:

My grief and sorrow , love and prayers go out to all the family.Melba Mathis

May 25 at 6:47 PM

CH Clint Humphrey posted:

Alison and I are so sorry to hear that Mrs Edith has passed away. She was such a nice lady. We have

great memories of ministry moments with her and the senior adults. We will be praying for this dear

family.

May 25 at 6:43 PM
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HW Harriet Wade posted:

We are lifting your family’ up in prayers during the time of loss. Harriet and Steve Wade

May 25 at 5:41 PM

TE Terry Everett posted:

So very sorry for your loss. Prayers of comfort for your family and for all whose lives she touched.

May 25 at 1:11 PM

Anonymous sent a Healing Tears - All White to the WILLARD family.

May 25 at 7:36 AM

Barbara Smallwood Mullis lit a candle in honor of EDITH.

My thoughts & prayers are with familyBarbara Smallwood Mullis

May 25 at 6:13 AM

SL Sherry Lasater posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with your family.Sherry Lasater

May 25 at 1:52 AM

PE Pam Ekey posted:

I am so sorry for you loss. Prayers for your family. Pam Ekey

May 24 at 6:26 PM
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LM Lanae Beasley Mcginnis posted:

My prayers are going out to the family for comfort and peace. Once upon a time, she was my

mother-in-law and I loved her dearly, sometimes even more than my own mother. God rest your soul.

♥️

May 24 at 1:18 PM

JP Joe And Judy Posey posted:

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for the family. Joe and Judy Posey

May 24 at 11:51 AM

FW Faye Wilson posted:

So very sorry to hear this. Prayers for all the family.

May 24 at 11:32 AM

GB Gayle, Frank And Brandon Borah posted:

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.Gayle, Frank and Brandon BorahByron, Ga

May 24 at 10:52 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring EDITH by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


